The Gazette

Couuly Council: School

system needs to track and
publicize serious crimes

County schools need w establish
aplan for relessing information abowt
seripws incidents that happen on
sehiool grounds, on school buses ar at
school-sponsored events, according
tira report released Toesday,
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The report from the County
Councils Office of Legislative Over-
sight also recommends that the
school sysiem, county police and the
State’s Anorneys Office develop a
plan for sharing information and
coondinating investigations of crimi-
aual incidents that involve students.

An agreement among the three
agencies is in the final stages, schools
spokesman Brian K. Edwards said.
The report calls for the agresment tn
he in place by Movember.

“What that’s going to do for us
and for everyone s give us grester
consistency on how we handle
evenits when police are called, when
the States Attorney's Office is
immlved in the process,” he said.

The agresment will define when
police should be ealled.

"Podice have said they don't want
w0 e calied every time there's a fight,”
Edhwiards said, pointing out that te
school systems student gghts and
responsibilities poficy defines inci-
dents where police will be called,
such as those involving wenpons,
physical assaults and gang activity.

Training schocl employees on
Trow i hardle incidents ks important,
sabd Hdwand A Clarke, -wEn was
involved in efforts to craft the agee-
ment before Tesigning as the school
systends security disector to run for
connty sierifl, Clarke carne in secord
in last week's Democsatic primary,

Principals need to be able o
decide whether police should be
called in ur whether an incident is
minar enough to be handled at the
sthool kevel, he said.

For example, when one student
forcibly rakes another students
lunch money. * Iat would be seen as
strong ammed robbery in the State’s
Attormey's eves,” Clarke said,

The QOLO report calls on the
school systemn to adopt a plan by
Aprll 2007 for “the preparation, use
and public release n?ﬁ'Srhr}OJ Safety

“Ihe superintendent and board
are going to look carefilly a all the
recommendations and decide the
best eourse of action going forward,”
Edwards said,

Adfew sehools ave already using a
new database, called the Incident
Reporting System, that allows the
sclonl system to recond and track.
serbons incidents by school and by
siteedert anel identify any trends.

Any puhfic release of information
about intidents needs context, Clarke
aaid, Dhata can be'\)pen 10 interpreta-
tinn” aad might glve prople the falge

Ampiession th v incidentis ango-
g whhen Wwgs isolted, Yirescintaliy
patistivally we knaw dhiat pelignds

e very sale, ma..ﬁd tr vifes

The council report recommend-
ed that the county push for state leg-
iskation requiring all public school
districts to wack and licly report
school safety data. pud P

The council’s Public Safety and
Education committees will hold a
joint meeting to discuss e report at
%30 am, Oct 19 in the County
Council Office Building at 100 Mary-
land Ave, in Rockville, Call 240-777-
TE00

Money for the visual arts

A 53 million gift from The Morris
and Gwendolyn Cafritz. Foundation
willl g ol the vistal arts cener that
Montgomery College is buiding on its
Takoina Park-Silver Spring campus.

The momey will hc usud to
enhance ol the vi
cenler, sel o open next year, buy
state-of-the-art eguipment, technodo-
gy and fumishings and cover upkesp.

“Dr mew visual anis center -
whia‘m-illnrwwnymca!ﬂ!r.ﬁm n-
dation name — will be an eiting
addition to the growing Siver Spring
Arts and Entertainment District, hene-
fiting both the students we serve
throusgh a wide variety of ars programs
and an array of artisis frorn the com-
mnumiey,” college President Chardene R
Numley said in a statermnent.

The Mosris and Gwendohm Cafritz
Foundation At Center will be the
home of the collages arts programs,
meluding the Department of Wisual
Arts, the School of Art asd Design and
thve Montgomery College Arts Institute,
T will featuse studio elassrooms, com-
puier labs, an art library and supply
store, @ great hall, an art gallery and an
outdoor sculpture stadio. There will
also be 20 working studios for rend by
artists in the community, modeled
after the Torpedo Factory Art Cexrter in
Alesandr, Va,

The art center is the third phase
of the vollege's 368 million expanston
of the Takoma Park-Silver Spring
campus. A cubfural arms center, which
will include & 5di-seat theater and a
1i-seat black box arens theater, will
o in 2008,

The Mortis and Gwendobyn
Cafritz Foundation has awarded
mere than $243 milllon in grants in
the Washinglon stce 1970,

Annpuncement of the gift,
believed to be the largest in history of
Maryland  community  colleges,
comes & day after the University of
Maryland, College Park anmounced «
$4.4 mitlion donation from the john
5, and James L. Knight Foundation to
buaile a new journalism building,

Board meets Monday

A discussion of the school sys-
lem’s comprehensive master plan
will highlfight the school board's
mecting at 7 pm. Monday. The plan
is subimittad to the state Departiment
of Education annually under the
Thornton school funding lanw

The meeting will be'held lu the
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